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The Challenges of Living in a Big City

[1)] With the development of economy and urbanization, the number
of big cities is constantly increasing in China. [2] While big cities are
attracting more and more people, they also bring many challenges,
such as traffic jam and pollution, just to name a few.

[3] The first problem that really bothers me is the traffic
congestion in the rush hour. I hate waiting for buses and being late.
Therefore, I have to get up very early if I have an appointment in the
morning. [4) Next is that the large population in a big city makes it
[5] so crowded that you can’t find a peaceful place unless staying at
home. The supermarkets are always crowded, so are the cinemas and
parks. [6] Another consequence for such a large population is that it
intensifies the inadequacy of quality medical and educational resources,
thus decreasing residents’ sense of happiness. ‘ L

[7) As a result, although I am frequently asked whether Ilike to live in a
1 big city or not, my answer is always no, definitely not. How about you?
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Listening Comprehension
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Part |

Section A

Questlons 1 and 2 are based on the news report you have just heard.
(1)A device that weighs less than one kilogram is part of a mission that w111 allow scientists to deliver

fourth generatlon or 4G mobile coverage to the moon in 2019. If successful, the tiny device will provide the

moon with its first-ever mobile phone network. The lunar network will support high-definition streaming of

video and data between the moon and Earth. The network is part of Mission to the Moon. This is a project with
the goal of landing the first privately paid for mission to the moon. The 4G mission is set to launch from Cape
Canaveral in the United States on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket in 2019. Mission to the Moon intends to establish

and test the first elements of a communications network on the moon. (2)The scientists working on the project

opted to build a 4G, rather than a fifth gerieration or 5G network. This is because fifth generation networks are

still in testing and trial phases. This means that a 5G network may ot yét'be stable enough to work on the

moon’s surface.

1. What are scientists planning to do? in their mission?

O [HiR] FLEW. FEARRR,2019 48, B2
FAVEEA R EARE 4 REE 46 BHME,

IR RIRT AR X E BB R IE %,

BERT N, AR SRR A 3R AR R Sh e i M4
2. 'Why did scientists choose to set up a 4G network

A DR AEHRE. HEKRRE, BRIt
RAEA R EAE 4G MK A RS 5 REBE 5G M
4, N5 5 ARMB AR L B R A TIRE B, i
RABREAR LTSI ERE. dbfn, Mg
FANZHTLUEH 4G MBRE A HRERF.

Questions 3 and 4 are based on the news report you have just heard. ‘

Firefighters responded to a fire Wednesday night at an abandoned mall in Hayward: The fire was reported
at 9:26 p. m. at an old shopping centre on Mission Avenue near Saint Mary’s church. Six fire enginés, two
trucks and two chiefs responded to the scene. Crews had the fire under control in about 45 minutes and managed to
contain: the fire to its point of origin. There were some people inside the building when the fire broke out, (3)but

there were no reports of any injuries. Fire investigators have responded to the scene but have not yet

determined the cause of the fire. Firefighters will remain on the scene until later this morning to ensure that the

fire doesn’t start up again. The shopping mall had not been in use since 2002: (4)In 2014, City Hall developed

a plan to knock down the building and replace it with affordable housing.: However, the plan was dropped due

to lack of funds.

| BRI
4. What had City Hall planned to do?

i
L

3. What does the news item say about the fire?

B) [i§#] ELg v, HEFLRAXR R LR
B Bt A B BB L. TR B T R 2 45 44
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THRIE .
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Questions 5 to 7 are based on the news report you have just heard.

"(5)Potato chips in Japan are being sold for 6 times their normal price. This is after the country’é main

manufacturer stopped sales due to a potato shortage. Storms and floods in its main potato-growing region last
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year caused the worst harvest in more than 3-decades. Local media reports suggest Calbee and its main rival

Koike-Ya are halting almost 50 products. “We. don’t know when. we’ll be able to restart,” a company

spokesman said. Snack lovers are panic buying, and many supermarket shelves are bare.. (6)Japanese laws limit

the amount of imported potatoes that can be used in Japanese-made products. Japan says fear of disease is its

main reason to block fresh imports. It still only allows potatoes from selected US states. This is only at certain

times and on condition that they are processed at factories based near Japanese ports. (7) But global warming

has raised the possibility that domestic produce could be seriously affected by rare weather events more often.

BRI |
5. What problem is Japan facing? O [IEH) L8, FHEFIRA, HAKRERH
D) (&) L4 8, BT L RE, HAZEEN #O+E, FEFEEEHELHE N+ EERBERIK
- RBNIEFE MGG, EEAT RELEHREAR iR, .
RIS, 2 5 X R TR XA | 7. What might affect Japanese domestic produce?
RE,FREZZTERME. HBTH, HANE | A UEF] 855 IAE, 28RN T 50/ T8

T s B R - AR P < B AR 7= 0 W] BE R R AR 32 B RS EM
6. Why does Japan limit the import of potatoes? BB
Sectioh B o

Questions 8 to 11 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

M.: (8)Mr. Brown’s lectures are so boring.

W: Yes, he is not a very exciting spéaker: But the subject is interesting.

M: During every one of his lectures, I try to listen. I really try, but after about tén minutes, my mind begins to
wander and I lose concentration. But I see that you seem to be OK. How do you stay focused through the
entire hour?

W: Well, (9)what I do is keep my pen moving. :

<

: What do you mean? :

‘W: (9 It’s a method of active concentration I read about. One of the most effective ways to concentrate is to

write things down. But it has to be done by hand, not typing on a keyboard. You see, writing by hand

forces you to-actually engage with what you are learning in a more physical way. .

=

: Do you review your notes afterwards then?
W Sometimes, but that’s not important. My notes may-or may not be useful. But the point is that by writing
- down what Mr. Brown says, I'can follow his line of thinking more easily. In fact, sometimes I draw a little

too.’

<

: You draw in class? And that helps you pay attention? ‘

W: (10)Yes, honestly, it works for me. 1 just draw little lines and nonsense really. It was also in that article I

read. It can keep the mind active, prévent, getting bored and help to concentrate. Again, the point is to

listen. hard while keeping the pén,moving, (IDIf P'm at home and I need to study, what I do is read out

‘lbud. It has a similar effect to Wfitihg by hand. It helps memorize information in a physical way.

ERIEH
8. What does the man think of Mr. Brown’s lectures? | MHiE C) RHEHR. , ,
O UE#] FHLE V. X5 %, B3 Brown 58 | 9. What does the woman do during Mr. Brown’s
' A PR Hi4, dull 55 boring EIEBE -5 3Y:: lectures:? ‘
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. 10. Why does the woman draw in class?

A DB BRREE. LR TIEEEN, ELE

BT E B, A B TR R R, BT

BT LS ) | |
11.: What ‘does the woman say about reading -out
loud? » g
B) [#5H7] FC 407 2. Xﬁ%}ﬁ% ﬁiﬁ@]tfﬂﬁﬁ
BSTFEECEMRMBCR, BRE B TIEER

CHHART

. Questions 12 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard;
: And where is this? ‘
. These photos-are from the Taj Mahal in India. (12)We went there about ten years ago for our honeymoon.

: Was it romantic?

: Yeah, the Taj Mahal was a very romantic place. The guide told us there is a famous love story behind this

g2 X

building that all. Indlans learn in school. (13)1 think it was during the 1600s and the princess at that time

died while giving blrth to her 14th child. _The emperor loved the princess so much and was so sad when she

died that he ordered the palace to be bullt in her honor

M: Wow, that sounds very romantic. It looks amazing.

€

: Yes, it’s gorgeous. It’s also larger in real life than it Jooks i in the photos The building is very tall and there

are gardens and a wall around it all. It’s all bu11t in thls Whlte stone ( 14)And some walls of the bu11d1ng are

decorated with jewels.

: It must have been very crowded when you were there.
: Yes, it’s a very famous tourist destlnatlon, so there are thousands of visitors every day.

: Was the rest of India crowded?

szs,z

: (15)Yes, very crowded in many cities. It was sometimes so crowded that it was d1ff1cult to walk along the

-streets, especially through busy markets. And there are so many cars. Traffic was terrlble But the people
are friendly. The culture is amazing. And we had a great time.
: What about the food? .

; Indian food is great. There are lots of different dishes to try, and every region has.its own special food.

BRI
14. What does the woman say about the Taj Mahal?
D) DHE#HTY S04, XTﬁ*ﬁiﬁ@]%ﬁlﬁ%B‘Jﬁﬂ

EIEE B RIEE TR, b+ IR EE PRI FE A B TR TR AR AL T » 75 76 T R R

B B, LR ENEHOREER. SRS B R e, A RS RE A TR
13. Why was the Taj Mahal built? 15. What is the woman’s impression of Indian cities?
, A UBHY BERE. LHRfEss— e | B [ERY AT RIS, siExe, B it
WE:BERBNELAELES U ETHAEE ER AT RERY, £ LA HE MR,
R ELHACRENERE BEETSRESR H—SRHEPERL, AEIEEE. |k,
I 2% B BT I ED SR

' Section C
i Questions 16 to 18 are based on the passage you have Just heard.

A Pew Research Center survey of more than 1 000 Americans conducted in April, 2016, flnds that Arnencans

 continue to express largely positive views about the current state of their local pubhc libraries. (16) For instance,

M
w

12. For what purpose did the woman go to India?

A U] BREEE. XHERL, X E A

around three quarters say that pubhc libraries prov1de them w1th the resources they need And 66% say the
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closing of their local public library would have a major impact on their community although notably, just 33%
say this would have a major impact on them personally or on their family. A majority of Americans feel
libraries are doing a good job of providing a safé place for people to hang out or spend time.as well as opening

up educational opportunities for people of all ages. (17)And roughly half think that libraries contribute “a lot”

to their communities in terms of helping spark creativify among young people and providing a trusted place for

people to learn about new technologies. As in past Pew Research Center surveys of library use, the April 2016
survey also measured Americans’ usage of and engagement with libraries.- Overall, 53% of Americans, age 16
and older, have had some interaction with a public library in the past year—either through an in-person visit or
using a library website. (18)Some 48% of adults specifically visited a library in the past 12 months, a modest

increase from the 44% who said that in late 2015.

| BRIER

Y

16. What do most Americans say about local public ‘| B) [RS#TY HEJLH W, MCPRB, KA—BLHA
libraries? | N AR B S AR A A 7 T At

O UWEHY A RWE, 3O REH, AR | (IS T R HB, B @%’fﬁﬁﬂfﬁ
> 2016 4E%T 1,000 £ 4 R B AHITHE, RIE RERARAET . ' ‘ R
B ABSEXS 2 40 B A SE B B M BRI B 2% | 18. What does the 2016 survey show about adult library
B, D42 SRS U E R T A5 users? | |
BOGER. D) DY FLMHE. EICRERE AERR, K

17. How can local public libraries benefit yo‘ung‘ W A8% M REATET W 12 A BgE TR
people? , B8 5K o H 2015 4ETRGAG 44% BEH 4875

Questions 19 to 21 are based on the passage you have just heard.

(19) A Savannah cat is a cross breed between the domestic cat and a medium-sized wild African cat called

the Serval. The unusual cross became popular among breeders at the end of the 1990s, and in 2001 the

International Cat Association accepted it as a new registered breed. The Savannahs are tall and slim and can
weigh up to 9.1 kilograms, making them one of the largest breeds of cats that people can own. They have a

spotted coat similar to that of many types of wild cats and their ears are very large. (20) They are also

commonly compared to dogs in their loyalty, and can be trafned to walk on a lead and to fetch. An often-noted
charactefistic of thé Sa{rannah is its jumping abﬂity. They are knowﬁ to jump on top of doors and high cabinets.
Some can leap about 2.5 meters high from a standing position. Cats are typically known for being very
inquisitivé and so are the Savannahs. They often learn how to open doors.and éupboards; Many Savannah cats

do not fear water and will play with or even dive into water. (21) Some owners even shower with their

Savannah cats. Presenting a water bowl to a Savannah may also prove a challenge, as some will prqmptly begin

to bat all the water out of the bowl until it is empty using their front paws.

‘ | BRI ‘
19. What do we learn about the Savannah cat? R, ARBIEE B — R R TR I &
O [BRY FLgHE. EXHFLBE,FELYHEE LIRFIE, a2
FIRWA BB AW A AR F, XA RS | 21. What do some people do with their Savannah
| BEIZATHTE 90 SERARBIZ RS E WM . ocats? o
+ 20. What is characteristic of Savannah cats? . 1 O ) 595%%@ . ECKRRED, — ﬁ‘gﬂ?l@
A UBH7Y BRI, E3RE TR — BHFNAK B LRAFRE R BT —ERE.
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Questions 22 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard,

(22) When children start school for the very first time, parents often feel a sense of excitement coupled

with a touch of sadness at the end of an era. This is the start of a new adventure for children: playing and

interacting with new friends, sharing, taking turns and settling into a new routine. (23)But of course, this is

not the start of your child’s education which in fact began at birth. Back then, you would have been your child’s

most influential teachers. During this time at home, your child would have learned more than at any other
period in their life. During your child’s first year in school, much time will be spent in learning to read and they

need to know that this is fun and wotthwhile. (24)Your child will naturally copy you, so it is important that

you are seen reading and enjoying books, newspapers and magazines rather than just absorbed in screens.

Ultimately, an excellent education should be a close partnership between parents and teachers. A child’s year splits
fairly neatly into thirds: a third at school, a third asleep and a third awake at home or on holiday. (25) Irrespective

of the quality of a school, a child’s home life is of key importance. It is the determining factor of their

academic success. Your child may have started on a new journey but your work is far from finished.

22. How do parents feel when their children start | A) [##7) 405018, & CER, BTFREHAR
going to school? ‘ WG, FUABENRR K ERETFIED
O D] FL4WE. E3CFLRH, ZFHE K REFIESEZHE, WMACANGE , M AR VURLE
SR SRR R R A T U B RK TRk, RN, &?ﬁﬁﬁi%%%%ﬁﬁﬁ
23. 'What does the passage say about children’s education? WL I BIAERE .
D) [t J0a4n 5/, AR, ZF LR —K | 25. What does the passage Say is the key factor of
B B ARREF W, BB F A children’s academic success?
MEZLBHET . B) (W] FLHANE. EXEBLED, FEER
24, What should parents do for the success of their BB, TR EEEREREEN, X2
children’s education? oML R,
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Because of the rapid development of

communication network, the number of
_smarfphone dseré in China has increased
at an_astonishing rate in recent years,
which has made major changes to the way
many people read. Nowadays they often
read news and articles on their
smartphones instead of buying traditional
The

development of a large number of mobile

newspapers  and - periodicals.
apps enables people to read novels and
other forms of literary works through
smartphones. Therefore, the sales of

paper books are affected. But surveys

show that though smartphone reading.

market is growing steadily, over half of

the adults still enjoy reading paper books. -
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e-book HLFH

electronic device HFi% &
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&N grow with surprising rapidity, '
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3. B =/, “Ti A" Al 38 instead of , AT 154 rather than,{El
EJERE rather than Fﬁﬂ‘]é‘bﬂgmﬁ?% “WT)” AT
) SFR , R ET 3%k newspapers and perlodlcals

4. BHRREE ML /AeT , BT RASR FRDUE M B R BB S B, fl%“ﬁﬁ?‘%?i’
BRI R BI%E N £18, 7K The development of a large
number of mobile apps, A AT T BeDUEE B HFR 1, BIi% N
“A large number of mobile apps are developed so that people can

read novels and other forms of literature on their smartphones.”,
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Part T Writing (30 minutes)

Directions. For this part, you are allowed 30 mmutes to write a short essay on the challenges o f hvmg ina

bigcity. You should write at least 120 words but no more than 180 words.

Part 1 Listening ComprehenSion (25 minutebs‘)‘

Section A
Directions: In this section, you will hear three news reports. At the end of each news repbrt ) | you will hear
two or three questions. Both the news report and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a
question , you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A, B), C) and .D). Then mark
the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.
Questions 1 and 2 are based on the news report you have just heard.
1. A) Land a space vehicle on the moon in 2019. =
B) Design a new generation‘ of ‘mobile phones.
O Set up a mobile phone network on the moon.
D) Gather data from the moon with a tiny device.
2. A) It is stable. C) It is inexpensive.
B) It is durable. “D) It'is sophisticated.
Questions 3 and 4 are based on the news report you have jﬁst‘ heard,
3. A) It lasted more than six hours.
. B) No injuries were yet reported.
C) Nobody was in the building when it broke out.
D) It had burned for 45 minutes by the time firefighters arrived.
4. A) Recruit and train more firefighters.
B) Pull down the deserted shoppmg mall.
(&) Turn the shoppmg mall into an amusement park
" D) Find money to renovate the local nelghborhood
Questlons 5to 7 are based on the news report you have Just heard.

5. A) Shrinking potato farming. C) Widespread plant dlsease
B) Heavy reliance on import. ' D) Insufficient potato supply.

6. A) It intends to keep its traditional diet. O) It is afraid of the spread of disease.”
B) It wants to expand its own farming. D) It is worried about unfair competition.
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